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T HE Enemies of Chriſtianity have generall 
5 at one and the ſame time, oppoſed them- 
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ſelves to the Religious Syſtem itſelf, and its 
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Profeſſors; with this difference only, that while 


they admit tho purity of the former, they are un- 
juſtifiably ſevere on the principles and abilities of 
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the latter ; and while they decorate their infide- 

ituted name of Philoſophy, and 
lay claim to the honourable appellation of Liberal- 
minded Men, they d 


the greateſt illiberality an order of Men, whoſe 
lear 
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But if nokia g elle har had that effect, I; truſt, 


your Lordſhip's very able and gentleman-like An- 


ſwer to a certain ſpecious Patron of Infidelity of 
Fob 1 


the preſent Age, has convinced him, and others 
of the ſame caſt, that to judge of the Learning 


and Integrity of the preſent Clergy, from the 


ſpecimens afforded in the darker Ages, previous 
to the revival of Learnin g, and the downfall of 
Bigotry, is no leſs ſuperficial than unjuſt. Every 

rational and fair inquirer after the Truth, every 


man who trembled for the Religious Principles of 
the riſing g Generation (who mi ight perhaps attempt 
to vindicate their apoſtacy by the authority of the 


dang _ kterary character of the Modern A d 
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— The Hiſtorian alluded to, with the eloquence; Müh * | 
and more vanity, ranſacks the ſtores of bigotry, engages the force-. 


af imagination, and employs all the powers of language to weaken | | 
the baſis of Revealed Religion; and conſequently to impair Na- 
tional Virtue, which muſt ever depend on the reſpect paid to the 


Truth, Authority, and Purity of the generally- received Religion. 


What this dangerous Author ſays of the Apoſtate Julian, may 


with equal juſtice be applied to himſelf: << Inſtead of liſtening 
erte the proofs of Chriſtianity with that favourable attention 


oe which adds weight to the moſt reſpectable evidence, he heard 
« with ſuſpicion, and diſputed with obſtinacy and acuteneſs, 


25 the. doctrines far v which he had contracted an invincible hatred.” nem 
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ſo important a 


or did the 
uced the moſt ſaluta 
whoſe faith was ſta ggered by the ſophiltical ar 
ments, perſuaſive eloquence, and attic 
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under great e ee your 
tends to promote the cauſe of Virtue 


and Religion, and to enforce the _ of the 


various duties of ſocial and private | 
can poſſibly receive. But your ' Lordſhi I 
another nce, proved a well- grounded claim to 
the eſteem of the Public, and to that of the Cler 
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complaint. I mean not, m 


The ſubject of your Lordſhip's 
late Archbiſhop of Canterbury is an inter 
one: the unmerited wealth of ſome, and the la- 


mentable poverty of others, of the Clergy, have 
long been matters of public notorie 


— 


and general 


Lord, to depr eciate 
racters of Dignitaries. The majority are 
ble and worthy men; and when I ca 


2 


ri 


their wealth « unmerited, I only mean in a com- 


parative view with that of the Parochi Clergy, 
whoſe learning is at leaſt equal to theirs, and their 
active labours ſuperior, and 1 more uſeful. Nor am 


ple. In every order of men 


ordination; and I am as ready to 


Eccleſiaftical 
ceſſity of th 


ſupported by every member and 
bliſhed Church; and even if 


* 


fities, I am diſpoſed to think, the 


gion would be better ſerved ;, and ſure I am, that 


Merit would be more fr ey rewarded, But 


let me appeal to your Lordſhip' s candour, whether | 
that multitude of men who fill the numerous Stalls 
in the ſeveral Cathedrals of this Kingdom, ſome | 
of whom there are who even may be ſaid in ſome 
ſort to reſide, and many more who ſcarcely ever 


fee the ſeat from whence they derive their wealth 
and honours; * whether they are in any degree 


neceſſary to the welfare of the Hierarchy ? Whe- 


ther they are of any real ſervice to the declining 
cauſe of Virtue and Religion ? Or rather, 


een when the molt. exalted 8-3 its Profeſſors | 


7M For * with of this libre, your Lordikip need only 


| Took at the empty ſtalls in the Cathedral of Llandaff, over which 


your Lordſhip preſides. There is not one refident Prebend. A few 
- meet for three or four days, in June, at their Audit; and having; 


received their money, haſten to leave the place, where it was ori- 


ginally deſigned that all, or at leaſt à certain number of. them ſhould. 


be conſtantly refident. True it is, indeed, only two of the build- 
ings belonging the Chapter remain habitable; one of which ſerves- 


for the banqueting room at theſe annual meetings: : the ſeite of 
one or two more now forms the gardens of an imperious ſervant 


Who refide conflantly, and officiate alternately, have a very ſcanty 
pittance allotted them. The ſtipend of the junior Vicar does not 

amount to forty pounds a year! and the emoluments of the ſenior: 
are very inadequate to a life of labour and confinement. 


on the | 
ö contrary, they do not bring Religion itſelf into 


of the Chapter, who is their pleuipotemiury there. The two Vicars, 


: 3 10 5 

are obſerved loungin g away Life in 1 wealthy in- 
dolence and inglorious eaſe; and exhibiting, at. 
| beſt, but the inanimate pithire of negative Virtue 2. 
When the generality of Mankind take a view of 
Beings of this deſcription, it. is but with too much 
Juſtice, that they queſtion the piety and. purity of 
their principles, who, having attained a ſtate of 
' affluence which precludes ſolicitude, abandon them- 
ſelves to the enjoyment of eaſe and pleaſure, and 


become totally re gardleſs of the important duties 
of their profeſſion. If theſe men are really uſe- 


leſs in the Community, and in no degree neceſſary 


to the well-being of the Hierarchy, why, in the 
name of Reaſon, my Lord, ſhould they be con- 
tinued? Why ſhould. they not be rooted up,” 
ſince it is confeſſed on all hands, they only 

« cumber the ground H.. . 


This ! is a queſtion hich your Lordſhip TEIN 
| decidin g upon, in your Letter to the late Primate ; 
but it is the fang guine "with of every man inte- 
reſted in, and concerned for the welfare of the 

| Church, 
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ks. 
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Church, that, ſhould a Bill of that nature which 7 


» 


a - 
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your Lordſhip recommends be brought into Parlia- ; 
ment, the Reform may not be limited and partial} — 


7 


but extenſive and general; 5 1 chat th Lordſhip | 2 
will ſupport. ſuch a Bill with all the wei 


” 
7 - * 
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your exalted Station, and more exalted Virtue and 


nee ß 08 
The preſent Archbiſhop. is well poken of; and _ 1 
it is orobable has Virtue, and TY ſpirit ſufficiently; 
independent, to. induce, him to promote 5 5 ; 
ſhip's wiſhes ; but ſhould that not be the fa 
why, my Lord, will not You introduce the ſub- | 
ect into the Senate? A propoſal from -Biſho „ 
alſen cannot but be received with. every mark e j 
of attention and W „„ ob 5 ö 
But your Lordſhip, 1 fear, from what J car 1 
gather from the Letter before me, does not ſeem | | } 
inclined. to favour a total abolition. of Deans and | | I { 


Wee 


Chapters; and yet the reaſon ou aſſign for ſaying i 5 


little on that. ſubject, ſhould ſeem to be that a 3 
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which your Lordſhip might have felt yourſelf 
differently difpoſed—« My buſineſs is not fo much 
4 with Deans and Chapters as with a very uſeful, 


« moſt uſeful part of the Clergy—the Parochial 
« Clergy.” Sure I am, that your Lordſhip will 
not ſcruple to call them ſo: and as you confeſs 


the en made for them to be ſcanty and 


_« mean,” and muſt be ſenſible how neceſſary 
their reſpeQability is to the intereſts of Religion. 


and Virtue, I doubt not but you will alſo acknow- 

| ledge, that the whole revenue of uſeleſs Dignita- 
ries ought to be applied to the relief of the « moſs 
uſe ful, oo the moſt worthy, and the moſt. indigent part 
of the Clergy. 1 know not well what your Lord- 
ſhip may preciſely mean by « Parochial Clergy,” 
but I would hope, that not only the inferior beneficed 
Clergy, but the worthy and induſtrious Curates 2 are 
comprehended in that term. Their ſituation, my 
Lord, calls loudly for relief: deſcended from re- 
putable Parents, poſſeſſed of as much Learninę g as 
their more fortunate Brethren, and diſtinguiſhed 
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* /1Reſides for want of a due attention to chis 
duty, of Epiſcopacy, many improper perſons are ad- 
mitted to the beſt Curacies, to the: excluſion. of 
thoſe whoſe Merit and Education ſhoild have given 
them the preference. Many are ſent from the 
Clerical Offices, (Which, in Beir prgſent State, 
reflect no {mall diſgrace on che Clergy in gen 
and the Biſhops in particular), to take charge of 
extenſive and reſpeCtable.Pariſhes, who were neve' 
regular] 2 educated for their Profeſſion; and as 
e he neuer wore, , orduited. Would Biſhops 


* & = 
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Aale, Aich offices” under Better tegularions wodld be uſeful iafti. 
tutions. The beneficed Clergy, and thoſe who have no preferz 
1 ment, but are Prepared with fair and regular Teſtimonials, would 
© equally | experience the advantage. The Biſhop of London hasoften 
been blamed: for not attending to this evil : but as Curates are 
_ fent1 into every Dioceſe from theſe offices, it is a duty incumbent 
on every Biſhop, to exert himſelf in remedying an evil ſo loudly 
and fo juſtly complained of. Let a reſpectable Clergymais be ap- 
pointed by the A mare: to Wine 01 over the only office of this nature 


4 


either from that fund, which wat? be formed by the apiplicsti6h 
of the revenues of uſeleſs Dignitaries, as they become vacant, 
or let a trifling tax be laid on the non-refident Clergy (which ſhall 
be paid in at their reſpective Viſitations) for that purpoſe : but 
let not the needy Supplicants contribute, in any degree, to the 
| * of the Regiſtrar. 
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Church were always conferred on Men of diſtin- 


guiſhed Merit and. „Learning, it Would very much 
weaken every n which could be advanced 
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vances to refinement and er ection. 
To exhibit a faithful mc of every ' ribw Publi Walen Is an "andertak- 
ing of very extenſtve utility. It affbrds the menng of Fr UCtion to the 
Hoot ht ſe Nats the idfe. l lend kliowledge hill relakationt: 
"and süght 2t6" hold aut and aſcertaln the progrefiive mprovendents, as 


well as the reignitig follits of mankind: It 8, therdfore,' a matter of 
fürpribe, that two Pohliestions only [of the Critical Kihd fhould Ne 


been able to eſtabliſtr themſelves England. Tat mother mould We 

for the bublie approbativh, cannot juftly be 4 ſabJeQ of Wwonllet 
bent enlarge ed ehditidn ef er. "Literatite: 276 Kehſnie el Wien 
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to excel. 8 

The Work which we announce, while has i in view the general pur» | 

poſes of Science and Litetature, in common with the two Literary Jour- 
nals that ſtill maintain their, importance, is not to be entirely confined 
to them. It is, therefore, proper to detail with an the _ 
which It means to pyrſue, and to cultivate. 
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J. It is 2 that _THE ENGLISH REVIEW ſhall contain an ac- 
caumnt of every Book and Pamphlet which ſhall appear in England, Scot- 
land, Ireland,, ang America. | A ATMS 
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II. It is propoſed to give a accounts of Literature | in France, 
Italy, Germany, and Spain. Gant r 405 da GT } 


III. As t there is A neceſſary connexion between Eminent. 1 Men and haze 
Writings, this Work will frequently comprehend Original Memoirs of 
celebrated Authors: And in this par an” extreme | A 11 * be 
exerted to attain the truth. | 

IV. The Arts, from which poliſhed nations derive ſo much 1 0 


ener will employ, at the ſame time, the ittention of che Kur 
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th ors. The performances of great "Maſters will draw in a particular 
manner their eurioſity, when they ferveto enlighten our hiſtory, to adorn 
iluſtrious events, and to fi ignalize honourable and gallant atchievements. 
V. As there is a reciprocal action of 'Govertiment on Literature, and . 


of Literature on Government, it. is likewiſe intended to delineate monthly 
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the picture of the Political State of Europe ; and, d, at the he ter: 1 of 
"every year, to fuxrnifh ; a fuccint but fab fury | 


0 — engaged aden THE ENOLISH 8 REVIEW. ; and, 3 profe- 
cation, of them, hex are fincerely diſpgſed to conſult the beſt purpoſes 
of Learping, and Patriotimn. Unconſcious of any jimproger biss vpn 
. thejx minds, they. feel themſelves animated to exerciſe. that candour ape 
impartiality, which, are ſo 155 profeſſed, and ſo ſeldom practiſed; . Free 
and independent. f any; influence, 8 nee, they will endeaxour to deliver their 
 qpinjons with. he reſpect which they owe, to the Public, and, with that 
; £346 fidelity, and thoſe ſerupulaus attention to iuſtice, which-ought#” * 
-yariably to qiſtinguiſſi their labours. They hayę no paxtialities a 
_dices, to gratify 5 are ngt impelled by, apy motives. of faction; and the 
dappieſt recompence for which, they with, is the, praiſe af. their teljaw- 
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